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Of all the animals in the rain forest, JabutÃ­ was the favorite. His shell was smooth and shiny, and

the songs he played on his flute were sweet.But his music was a reminder, too, of the mischievous

pranks JabutÃ­ sometimes played. His song reminded Tapir of being tricked, Jaguar of being

fooled, and time and again it reminded Vulture that he had no song at all. When a concert takes

place in heaven, Vulture offers to fly JabutÃ­ there . . . all the while plotting a trick of his own.Gerald

McDermott makes myths new again for readers of all ages, using language as vibrant and colorful

as his bold illustrations.Â JabutÃ­ is an unusual tale of a tricksterâ€™s fall from grace, and of how

creation can sometimes come from chaos.
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I have been tracking down trickster tales from around the world and it is always fascinating to see

what animals in different cultures are seen as the sources of mischievous pranks. "Jabuti the

Tortoise: A Trickster Tale from the " is about the central figure in the tribal lore of the  rain forest. He

might have short legs and be slow, but he is portrayed in stories as being virtually invincible

because he is so clever he is able to outwit his larger foes. Of course, the tales about Jabuti are

really about the follies of human beings.In this story retold and illustrated by Gerald McDermott all of

the creatures of the rain forest listen to the songs that Jabuti plays on his flute. But for some of the



animals Jabuti's song sounds sour because they recall the prank that Jabuti played on them in the

past. My one complaint about this story is that I get the feeling that McDermott is referring to real

trickster tales about Jabuti in these passing references and I would really like to hear how Jabuti got

the Jaguar to chase his own tail and the rest of these tales.The point of this particular story is that

there was one animal who was jealous of Jabuti, and that was the Vulture. Looking for an

opportunity to eat the little tortoise the Vulture gets his opportunity when all the birds of the air were

invited to sing for the King of Heaven at a festival. Jabuti wanted to go and play his flute as well and

Vulture sees his chance to get the better of the tortoise. Actually, this story is about the trickster, but

except for the flashbacks of the first section it is really about the attempt of the Vulture to trick the

trickster.
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